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April

192 pages | 5.5 x 8.5 

20 b/w photographs

cloth | 978-0-87417-874-6 |  $34.95s

Atomic Comics
Cartoonists Confront the Nuclear World

ferenc morton szasz

a m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y 

“This book covers a largely untouched subject and contributes signifi-
cantly to our understanding of American atomic culture.”

—Scott C. Zeman, coeditor of Atomic Culture: 
How We Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb

“This is the only book-length study of nuclear themes in comics. The book 
is engaging and straightforward, and the writing style is easy to follow.”

—Michael A. Amundson, coeditor of Atomic Culture: 
How We Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb

The advent of the Atomic Age challenged purveyors of popular cul-
ture to explain to the general public the complex scientific and social 

issues of atomic power. Atomic Comics examines how comic books, 
comic strips, and other cartoon media represented the Atomic Age from 
the early 1920s to the present. Through the exploits of superhero fig-
ures such as Atomic Man and Spiderman, as well as an array of nuclear 
adversaries and atomic-themed adventures, the public acquired a new 
scientific vocabulary and discovered the major controversies surround-
ing nuclear science. Ferenc Morton Szasz’s thoughtful analysis of the 
themes, content, and imagery of scores of comics that appeared largely 
in the United States and Japan offers a fascinating perspective on the way 
popular culture shaped American comprehension of the fissioned atom 
for more than three generations.

Regents Professor of History, ferenc morton szasz  taught at the 
University of New Mexico for forty-three years. Renowned for his wide-
ranging interests, in his teaching and scholarship he focused on Ameri-
can social and intellectual history, thereby embracing the history of 
American religion, World War II, and the Atomic Age. The Day the Sun 
Rose Twice: The Story of the Trinity Nuclear Site Explosion, July 16, 1945 
remains one of his most popular books.

An examination of  
the cartoons that  

helped shape American 
comprehension of the 

Atomic Age
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“This memoir shares a compelling story, often poetic and sometimes heart-
breaking, rich with the makings of wisdom. . . . Barber is unquestionably a 
talented writer. She captures setting in vivid detail and evokes metaphors 
that are truly beautiful, even breathtaking.”

—Dialogue: A Journal of Mormon Thought

“Raw Edges . . . tells the story of a woman redefining herself as a person and 
how her Mormon faith provided a unique experience on her journey to a 
new life. Moving and poignant, Raw Edges is a memoir well worth reading 
for insight on the life of a not-so-common Mormon woman.”

—Midwest Book Review

“Barber’s empathy and ability to articulate the emotions of divorce, loss, 
and struggle render her more than simply a regional or Mormon author, 
but an author of national scope.”		                —ForeWord Reviews

“At a time when we’re accustomed to seeing failed relationships through 
the kaleidoscope of advice columns and talk-show gabbing, Barber takes 
divorce into the territory of literary art.”       	                —Salt Lake Tribune

When Phyllis Barber’s thirty-three-year marriage ended, she had to 
redefine herself as a woman, a mother, and an artist. Raw Edges 

is her moving account of the “lean years” that followed her divorce. It 
is interwoven with a narrative of the marriage of two gifted people that 
begins with “sealing” in a Mormon temple, endures through the birth of 
four sons and the development of two careers, and founders when the 
couple’s personal needs no longer match their aspirations or the rigid 
strictures of Mormon life. Raw Edges reflects the predicament that many 
women experience as their marriages disintegrate and they fail to achieve 
their own expectations as well as those set by their society and their faith. 
It is also a story of hope, of how a woman overcome by grief and confu-
sion eventually finds a new approach to life.

phyllis barber  is the award-winning author of seven books, including 
an earlier memoir, How I Got Cultured: A Nevada Memoir (University of 
Nevada Press). She taught at the Vermont College of Fine Arts MFA Writ-
ing Program for nineteen years and was inducted into the Nevada Writers 
Hall of Fame in 2005. She lives in Denver.

February

280 pages | 6 x 8.5  

paper | 978-0-87417-881-4 | $21.95

An honest, wise 
exploration of the 

dissolution of 
a marriage and a 

woman’s search for a 
way to move forward

    m e m o i r  /  g e n d e r  s t u d i e s

n e w  i n  p a p e r b a c k

Raw Edges
A Memoir

phyllis barber
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“Another novel by Lawrence Coates so magical, aching, and complete that 
once begun I could not turn away. There is a tenderness and dignity in 
these pages that make me realize this is the writing I long for.”

—Robert Olmstead, author of Far Bright Star

“Lawrence Coates knows California’s Santa Clara Valley, its history, and 
the history of its once-great wine industry, and it permeates every page of 
his new novel. In The Garden of the World he has created a complex and 
beautiful story.”			               —Charles Sullivan, author of 

A Companion to California Wine: An Encyclopedia of 
Wine and Winemaking from the Mission Period to the Present

“Coates is one of a handful of contemporary American novelists who 
write about agriculture and the social life of communities of the soil. I 
find his work fascinating because of it. He is part of the literary thrust to 
recapture and reimagine lost worlds, and we as readers are the better for 
it. Coates is a unique and significant presence.”

—W. Jack Hicks, coeditor of The Literature of California

“This is both a literary work and a good read, by a writer who knows how 
to turn a provocative phrase and weave a satisfying plot.”

—Joy Passanante, author of My Mother’s Lovers

California’s Santa Clara Valley was once home to a vigorous wine 
   industry. The Garden of the World is the tale of a pioneer winemak-

ing family headed by Paul Tourneau, a fiercely ambitious vintner deter-
mined to make the finest wines in California. His plans are disrupted by 
a phylloxera epidemic at the beginning of the twentieth century, the trials 
of national Prohibition, and the bitter alienation of his older son. Played 
out against the vividly depicted seasonal rhythms of vineyard life, this is a 
moving saga of betrayal, loss, and the harsh consequences of unbreakable 
ambition.

lawrence coates  is an associate professor of creative writing at Bowl-
ing Green State University. He has published numerous short stories and 
two other novels, The Blossom Festival and The Master of Monterey, both 
with the University of Nevada Press.

February

216 pages | 6 x 9  

paper | 978-0-87417-870-8 |  $22.00

West Word Fiction

f i c t i o n

A powerful family 
saga set in 

California’s storied 
Santa Clara Valley

The Garden of the World
lawrence coates

by the same author

The Blossom Festival

paper | 978-0-87417-337-6 | $20.00

The Master of Monterey

paper | 978-0-87417-529-5 | $20.00
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“This book presents a case study exemplifying a dominant theme of the 
twentieth-century American West—the triumph of technology over 
nature, space, and time. No other book so clearly demonstrates the close 
historic ties between the commercial passenger aviation industry and the 
economic growth and vitality of Las Vegas in the broader context of avia-
tion history and the history of the American West.”

—Daniel Rust, author of Flying Across America: 
The Airline Passenger Experience

“Landing in Las Vegas is of considerable significance and well-handled. It 
explores the important issue of commercial aeronautical policy in both 
a regional and national setting, as well as the incursion of international 
travel to Las Vegas in the 1970s. This is an important subject that has not 
received the attention it deserves.”

—Roger Launius, senior curator of the Smithsonian Institution’s 
National Air and Space Museum

At the beginning of the twentieth century, Las Vegas was a dusty,  
    isolated desert town. By century’s end, it was the country’s fastest- 

growing city, a world-class travel destination with a lucrative tourist 
industry hosting millions of visitors a year. This transformation came 
about in large part because of a symbiotic relationship between airlines, 
the city, and the airport, facilitated by the economic democratization and 
deregulation of the airline industry, the development of faster and more 
comfortable aircraft, and the ambitious vision of Las Vegas city leaders 
and casino owners. Landing in Las Vegas is a compelling study of the role 
of fast, affordable transportation in overcoming the vast distances of the 
American West and binding western urban centers to the national and 
international tourism, business, and entertainment industries.

daniel k. bubb  is an adjunct professor of history and political science 
at Gonzaga University.

May

176 pages | 6 x 9 

5 b/w photographs 

cloth | 978-0-87417-872-2 | $34.95s

Wilbur S. Shepperson Series

 in Nevada History

of related interest

A Short History of Las Vegas
s e c o n d  e d i t i o n

Barbara Land and Myrick Land

paper | 978-0-87417-564-6 | $17.95

   a v i a t i o n  /  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  h i s t o r y  /  w e s t e r n  h i s t o r y  /  n e v a d a  h i s t o r y

Landing in Las Vegas
Commercial Aviation and the

Making of a Tourist City

daniel k. bubb

An account of how 
partnerships between 

airlines and casinos 
transformed Las Vegas 

into an international 
travel destination

LANDING IN˘̆LAS VEGAS
COMMERCIAL AVIATION AND THE MAKING OF A TOURIST CITY˘

DANIEL BUBB
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“At last, Nevada’s rich mineral heritage has been documented in the single, 
superb volume, Minerals of Nevada. . . . It’s a book made to order for any-
one interested in Nevada’s minerals and mining history.”

—Rock and Gem

“The long-awaited Minerals of Nevada is now available and is clearly a fine, 
comprehensive treatment of one of our most important mineral-produc-
ing states. . . . This exceptional book . . . is an absolute requirement for 
the library of anyone interested in geographic mineralogy or the mineral 
occurrences of the Great State of Nevada.”                        —Media Reviews

“I highly recommend this book to anyone who is interested in miner-
als and mineral deposits in Nevada. The color photos provide striking 
images of many minerals that the average collector is unlikely ever to see 
except by visiting multiple museums. The exhaustive listing of minerals, 
their chemical formulas, and their generalized parageneses are bound to 
educate most users and stimulate their curiosity.”

—Economic History

Nevada has an extraordinary diversity of minerals, some of them 
  unique to the state and some the focus of human exploitation for 

millennia. Minerals of Nevada is the first synoptic catalog of Nevada min-
erals, listing every mineral found in the state along with the places where 
they occur. The book includes the geologic history of the state, the his-
tory of mining in Nevada, descriptions of significant mineral deposits 
and mining districts, maps, and an album of striking color photographs 
of rare and important minerals.

stephen b. castor  is a retired research scientist from the Nevada 
Bureau of Mines and Geology, where he worked for more than twenty 
years, mostly on studies of mineral deposits. Since retirement, he has 
consulted on uranium, zinc, rare earth, and lithium deposits.

gregory c. ferdock  is the owner of CGF Geological Resources and a 
consulting mineralogist and economic geologist.

Published in association with the Nevada Bureau of Mines and Geology

March

560 pages | 7 x 10 

102 color photographs | 3 maps 

paper | 978-0-87417-882-1 |  $45.00

The first complete 
guide to all the state’s 

remarkably diverse 
minerals

n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y 

n e w  i n  p a p e r b a c k

Minerals of Nevada
stephen b. castor and gregory c. ferdock
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“This is the best study of the politics of Basque language use that we have 
in English.”	  —Sharryn Kasmir, author of The “Myth” of Mondragón: 

Cooperatives, Politics, and Working-Class Life in a Basque Town 

“Reclaiming Basque is a landmark study of one of the most fascinating and 
controversial social movements in Europe today, offering new theoretical 
insights not only about the Basque Country but also about the complex 
relationships between nationhood and language.”

—Justin Crumbaugh, author of Destination Dictatorship: 
The Spectacle of Spain’s Tourist Boom and the Reinvention of Difference

“This important book, written by the leading authority in her field, will be 
an essential addition to my own personal library.”

—Sandra Ott, author of 
War, Judgment, and Memory in the Basque Borderlands, 1914–1945

The Basque language, Euskara, is one of Europe’s most ancient tongues 
and a vital part of today’s lively Basque culture. Reclaiming Basque 

examines the ideology, methods, and discourse of the Basque-language 
revitalization movement over the course of the past century and the way 
this effort has unfolded alongside the simultaneous Basque nationalist 
struggle for autonomy. Jacqueline Urla employs extensive long-term field-
work and close examination of a vast range of documents to uncover the 
strategies that have been used to preserve and revive Basque and the vari-
ous controversies that have arisen among language advocates. Reclaiming 
Basque offers a new perspective on language activism as a dynamic and 
evolving social movement. It addresses the complex issue of what it means 
to speak Basque in the contemporary Basque Country, as well as the roles 
of minority languages, language policies, and cultural identity in a global-
ized world.

jacqueline urla  is a professor of anthropology and the director of the 
Modern European Studies Program at the University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst. She has published numerous articles and essays on Basque cul-
ture and language and is the coeditor of Deviant Bodies: Critical Perspec-
tives on Difference in Science and Popular Culture.

March

288 pages | 6.125 x 9.25 

6  b/w photographs | 4 maps 

cloth | 978-0-87417-875-3 | $45.00s

The Basque Series

Reclaiming Basque
Language, Nation, and Cultural Activism

jacqueline urla

    b a s q u e  s t u d i e s  /  a n t h r o p o l o g y t

An examination
of Basque-language 

activism in the 
twentieth century

Reclaiming 
Basque
LANGUAGE, NATION, AND CULTURAL ACTIVISM

JACQUELINE URLA
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“This book is very timely and thought-provoking. Anyone interested in 
wildlife populations, wildlife habitat, and natural resource management 
needs to read it. Because some of the topics are so controversial—for 
example, the benefits and impacts of wildfires and livestock grazing—
readers will be challenged to think deeply about the ecological relation-
ships and processes we see unfolding in our landscapes.”

—Kent McAdoo, specialist in rangeland resources, 
University of Nevada Cooperative Extension Service, Elko County

For millennia the ecology of the Great Basin has evolved because of 
climate change and the impacts of human presence. Nevada’s Chang-

ing Wildlife Habitat is the first book to explain the transformations in the 
plants and animals of this region over time and how they came about. 
Using data gleaned from archaeological and anthropological studies, 
numerous historical documents, repeat photography, and several natu-
ral sciences, the authors examine changes in vegetation and their impact 
on wildlife species and the general health of the environment. They also 
outline the choices that current users and managers of rangelands face in 
being good stewards of this harsh but fragile environment and its wildlife.

george e.  gruell  is a retired wildlife biologist for the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice. He has published widely on vegetation succession, wildlife habitat, 
and fire ecology in the West and has pioneered the use of repeat photog-
raphy for recording ecological changes over time.

sherman swanson  is a range and riparian specialist for the Univer-
sity of Nevada Cooperative Extension Service and associate professor in 
the Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Science at the 
University of Nevada, Reno.

March

192 pages | 6 x 9 

30 b/w photographs |  1 map 

cloth | 978-0-87417-871-5  |  $39.95s

A history of the 
evolution of the Great 

Basin’s cold desert 
landscape as wildlife 

habitat

Nevada’s Changing 
Wildlife Habitat

An Ecological History

george e. gruell 
with sherman swanson

n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  /  n e v a d a 

N EVA D A’S 
C H A N G I N G
W I L D L I F E 
H A BITAT
A N  E C O L O G I C A L  H I S T O R Y

G E O R G E  E. G R U E L L 
W I T H  S H E R M A N  S W A N S O N

of related interest

Cheatgrass: Fire and Forage

on the Range

James A. Young and 

Charlie D. Clements

cloth | 978-0-87417-765-7 | $44.95s

The Mojave Desert:

Ecosystem Processes 

and Sustainability

Edited by R. H. Webb, L. F. Fenster-

maker, J. S. Heaton, D. L. Hughson, 

E. V. McDonald, and D. M. Miller

cloth | 978-0-87417-776-3 | $65.00s
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A Short History of Lake Tahoe
Michael J. Makley
paper | 978-0-87417-850-0 | $21.95

Liberty Lanes
Robin Troy
paper | 978-0-87417-857-9 | $22.00

City Dreams, Country Schemes:
Community and Identity in the 
American West
Edited by Kathleen A. Brosnan 
and Amy L. Scott
paper | 978-0-87417-851-7 | $39.95s

Back to Bizkaia: 
A Basque-American Memoir
Vince J. Juaristi
paper | 978-0-87417-859-3 | $21.95

Gambling, Space, and Time:
Shifting Boundaries and Cultures
Edited by Pauliina Raento and
David G. Schwartz
cloth | 978-0-87417-853-1 | $39.95s

Alzheimer’s and Dementia: 
A Practical and Legal Guide for 
Nevada Caregivers
u p d a t e d
Kim Boyer and Mary Shapiro
paper | 978-0-87417-858-6 | $21.95

Edited by 

Kathleen A. Brosnan 
and Amy L. Scott

City Dreams 
Country Schemes
Community and Identity in the American West

liberty lanes
a novel

robin troy

Vince J. Juaristi

  Back to

 Bizkaiao
a  b a s q u e - a m e r i c a n  m e m o i r

       Shifting 
Boundaries 
          and 
     Cultures

E D I T E D  B Y

P A U L I I N A  R A E N T O  A N D 

D A V I D  G.  S C H W A R T Z

Gambling, Space,   Time

A
N

D

Alzheimer’s 
and 

Dementia

A  P R A C T I C A L 

and L E G A L  G U I D E 

for N E V A D A  C A R E G I V E R S

K I M  B O Y E R ,  J D 
and 

M A R Y  S H A P I R O ,  M S G

U PDAT E D

Lake Tahoe is one of the scenic wonders of the 
American West, a sapphire jewel that attracts millions of 
visitors each year. But the lake drew Native Americans to its 
summer shores for millennia, as well as more recent fortune 
hunters, scientists, and others. A Short History of Lake Tahoe 
recounts the long, fascinating history of Lake Tahoe. Author 
Michael J. Makley examines the geology and natural history 
of the lake and introduces people who shaped its history, 
including the Washoe Indians, such colorful characters as 
Mark Twain and legendary teamster Hank Monk, and later 
figures like entertainer Frank Sinatra and Olympic skier Julia 
Mancuso. Makley also covers the settlement of the lake’s 
surrounding valley, including the impacts of mining, logging, 
tourism, and development, and the economic, political, and 
social controversies surrounding the use and misuse of the 
lake’s resources.

Generously illustrated with historic photographs, this book 
is an engaging introduction to one of the most enthralling 
sites in North America. It also illuminates the challenges 
of protecting natural beauty and a fragile environment 
while preserving public access and a viable economy in the 
surrounding communities.

Michael J. Makley  is the author of four books, 
including The Infamous King of the Comstock: William Sharon 
and the Gilded Age in the West and John Mackay: Silver King in 
the Gilded Age, and coauthor of Cave Rock: Climbers, Courts, 
and a Washoe Indian Sacred Place, all from the University of 
Nevada Press.
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ISBN 978-0-87417-850-0

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  N E V A D A  P R E S S

W E S T E R N  H I S T O R Y  /  T R A V E L

“Mike Makley proves it is pos-
sible to present history in a 
way that’s interesting, concise, 
and readable. He is a thorough 
researcher who clearly knows 
his stuff when it comes to Lake 
Tahoe and writes about it with 
a strong, clear voice. This book 
belongs on the shelf of anyone 
who has ever visited, lived at,  
or read about Lake Tahoe—and 
wanted to know more about its 
history and development.”

—Richard Moreno, 
author of A Short History of 

Carson City and others

“I am spellbound by the indige-
nous people, lumberjacks, 
rusticators, bureaucrats, and 
conservationists all colliding 
at the intersection of Mike 
Makley’s tale. Mark Twain’s 
angels may breathe again, for 
now Lake Tahoe’s story is told.”

 —Bill Watson, Curator and 
Manager, Thunderbird Lodge, 

Lake Tahoe Nevada State Park

 Lake Tahoe
A  S H O R T  H I S T O R Y  O F

Michael J. Makley
c o v e r  i l l u s t r a t i o n : © iStockPhoto, Bjorn Bakstad. Emerald Bay, Lake Tahoe
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A Short History of Carson City
Richard Moreno
paper | 978-0-87417-836-4 | $21.95

Cross Over Water
Richard Yañez
paper | 978-0-87417-838-8 | $22.00

Homeless in Las Vegas:
Stories from the Street
Kurt Borchard
paper | 978-0-87417-837-1 | $24.95

Marching Students: Chicana and 
Chicano Activism in Education, 1968 
to the Present
Edited by Margarita Berta-Ávila, 
Anita Tijerina Revilla, and 
Julie López Figueroa
paper | 978-0-87417-841-8 | $34.95s

The New Politics of Indian Gaming:
The Rise of Reservation Interest 
Groups
Edited by Kenneth N. Hansen 
and Tracy A. Skopek
cloth | 978-0-87417-842-5 | $49.95s

Friendly Fallout 1953
Ann Ronald
paper | 978-0-87417-860-9 | $21.95
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Jews in Nevada: A History
John P. Marschall
cloth | 978-0-87417-737-4 | $34.95
paper | 978-0-87417-845-6 | $26.95

Water Politics in Northern 
Nevada: A Century of Struggle
Leah J. Wilds
paper | 978-0-87417-830-2 | $21.95

Nevada’s Environmental Legacy:
Progress or Plunder
James W. Hulse
paper | 978-0-87417-769-5 | $24.95

The Making of Modern Nevada
Hal K. Rothman
paper | 978-0-87417-826-5 | $21.95

The Roar and the Silence: 
A History of Virginia City and 
the Comstock Lode
Ronald M. James
paper | 978-0-87417-320-8 | $29.95

The River and the Railroad:
An Archaeological History of Reno
Mary Ringhoff and Edward J. Stoner
cloth | 978-0-87417-843-2 | $34.95s

AND 
THE

THE

Railroad
River

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL HISTORY OF RENO

MARY RINGHOFF AND EDWARD J.  STONER

THE ROAR AND THE SILENCE
RONALD  M.  JAMES

   A  H I S T O R Y  O F  V I R G I N I A  C I T Y  A N D  T H E  C O M S T O C K  L O D E THE ROAR AND THE SILENCE

J AMES

NEVADA

9 0 0 0 0

9 780874 173208

ISBN 978-0-87417-320-8

Nevada’s Comstock Mining District has been the focus of legend 
  since it first burst into international prominence in the late  

1850s, and its principal settlement, Virginia City, endures in the popular 
mind as the West’s quintessential mining camp. The Roar and the Silence 
chronicles the area’s history from its earliest days through the early 
twentieth century, when the lode finally gave out, and up to the present, 
when Virginia City and its environs have found new life as a tourist at-
traction and a community of artists. James’s lively, thoughtful text brings 
the Comstock to life again in all its complexity and boom-and-bust 
excitement. 

praise for The Roar and the Silence

“The definitive volume on the history of the district which briefly made  
Nevada the mining capital of the world.”        —Mining History Journal

“The Roar and the Silence is a superior work, and it is in many ways a 
model for the comprehensive examination of a mining community.”

—Annals of Wyoming: The Wyoming History Journal

ronald m. james is Nevada’s state historic preservation officer. He 
is the co-author of Nevada’s Historic Buildings: A Cultural Legacy and co-
editor of Uncovering Nevada’s Past: A Primary Source History of the Silver 
State (both from University of Nevada Press), among others.

University of Nevada Press

Cover illustration: Sectional views of the Belcher Mine 
(Nevada Historical Society).

w e s t e r n  h i s t o r y

Hal K. Rothman
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James W. Hulse

Nevada’s Environmental Legacy
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“John P. Marschall offers an outstanding local history of a dynamic Jewish population 
in the West. . . . His is a meticulous research effort, animated by details of Nevada’s 
Jews as well as a sense of how their stories fit into the larger historiographic ques-
tions of both religionists and local historians.”      —American Jewish Archives Journal

“This admirable work of scholarship adds a new dimension to the field of ethnicity in 
Nevada. It is also a major addition to the study of Jews in the West.”

—Western Historical Quarterly

“It is one of the best discussions of any religious or ethnic group’s experience in the 
Silver State, the story of a people whose presence in Nevada exceeded their share of 
the nation’s population both in the Comstock days and in the past several decades.”

—Reno Gazette-Journal

Jews have always been one of Nevada’s most active and influential ethnic minori-
ties. From the beginning they have been involved in every area of the state’s life 

as businessmen, agrarians, scholars, educators, artists, politicians, and civic, profes-
sional, and religious leaders. Jews in Nevada is an engaging, multilayered chronicle 
of their lives and contributions. It includes absorbing accounts of individuals and 
families who helped to settle and develop the state, as well as thoughtful analyses 
of larger issues, such as the reasons Jews came to Nevada in the first place, and how 
they preserved their religious and cultural traditions as a small minority in a sparsely 
populated region.

John P. Marschall is professor emeritus of history at the University of Nevada, 
Reno. He has published widely on the history of religion in the United States.

cover illustrations: Photographs courtesy of Nancy Badt Drake, 
Judith Eaton, Martha Gould, Nevada Historical Society, Northeastern 
Nevada Museum, Irwin Olcott, Sylvia Olcott, Howard Rosenberg,  
Mervin Tarlow, and Edythe Katz Yarchever.

a history Printer trim is key-
lined box (trim size of 
cover with 1 inch white 
border).

Binder will trim cover 
on bound books.
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Nevada’s Historic Buildings: 
A Cultural Legacy
Ronald M. James and 
Elizabeth Safford Harvey
Photographs by Thomas Perkins
cloth | 978-0-87417-797-8 | $39.95s
paper | 978-0-87417-798-5 | $24.95

Literary Nevada: Writings from 
the Silver State
Edited by Cheryll Glotfelty
cloth | 978-0-87417-755-8 | $60.00
paper | 978-0-87417-759-6 | $29.95

Fifty Miles from Home: Riding the 
Long Circle on a Nevada Family Ranch
Photographs by Linda Dufurrena
Text by Carolyn Dufurrena
paper | 978-0-87417-846-3 | $29.95

The Sagebrush State: Nevada’s 
History, Government, and Politics, 
Third Edition
Michael W. Bowers
paper | 978-0-87417-682-7 | $21.95x

The Silver State: Nevada’s Heritage 
Reinterpreted, Third Edition
James W. Hulse
paper | 978-0-87417-592-9 | $21.95x

Devils Will Reign: How Nevada Began
Sally Zanjani
paper | 978-0-87417-724-4 | $18.95

D E V I L S
W i l l  R e i g n

S a l l y  Z a n j a n i

H O W  N E V A D A  B E G A N

#

in 1864, a mere two decades after
the Frémont party undertook the first Euro-American exploration of the Great
Basin. The intervening years were exceptionally eventful—gold was discovered in
California and silver in the Nevada Territory; the debate over slavery and the
Civil War made the Far West a matter of congressional concern; and the Mormon
establishment in Utah prompted national suspicion of the sect’s ambitions for an
inland empire. In this turbulent climate, the remote, sparsely populated region
on the eastern slope of the Sierra Nevada acquired remarkable importance. Dev-
ils Will Reign recounts the momentous early history of Nevada before statehood,
weaving the exciting saga of this rowdy frontier and its colorful characters into
the larger story of national and regional events.  

S a l l y  Z a n j a n i is a member of the Department of Political Science at the
University of Nevada, Reno. She is a former president of the Mining History As-
sociation and the author of eight other books on the history of Nevada and the
West, including The Glory Days of Goldfield, Nevada (University of Nevada
Press) and a biography of Sarah Winnemucca.

“In her latest book, Zanjani . . . displays her extensive knowledge of the region and
exceptional gifts as a writer that make her work a pleasure to read. To this she im-
parts an intuitive understanding of the colorful characters, Mormons and miners
alike, who lived in western Nevada before it became a territory. . . . This new book
from the University of Nevada Press is informed and interesting, splendidly writ-
ten and enjoyable to read.”  —David L. Bigler, Utah Historical Quarterly

“Nevada’s is perhaps the most distinctive frontier story in the American West.
Sally Zanjani writes a colorful account of Nevada’s gaining of territorial status in
the period leading up to and including the Civil War. . . . She emphasizes the role
of individual adventurers, miners, political opportunists, Indians, and a host of
unique characters who fought against Mormon dominance even as they rejected
how ‘tame’ the California frontier had quickly become. . . . The tension between
the desire for individual freedom and the need for societal structure is evident
throughout this book that, although well documented, contains all the elements
of great legend and myth.”  —James M. Cook, Journal of the West

n e va d a  h i s t o r y
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ISBN 978-0-87417-724-4
5 1 8 9 5Cover art: Detail from Crossing of Carson River, J.J. Young,

1859, National Archives, College Park, MD (Cartographic
Record, rg 77, cwmf, misc. 120-6)
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Nevada’s Heritage Reinterpreted 
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Third Edition
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Nevada has changed dramatically over the past quarter century, and in this third 

edi tion of The Silver State, renowned historian James W. Hulse recounts the major 

events—historical, political, and social—that have shaped our state. Hulse’s cohesive 

and readable approach off ers students and general readers an accessible account of 

Ne va da’s colorful history.

 The new edition highlights the social and political changes that have occurred since 

the original publication of The Silver State in 1991. Hulse discusses the impact of a 

grow ing population; changes in the economy and educational system; the expanding 

roles of women; recent developments in state politics, including the 2003 legislative 

session; the infl uence of Nevada’s growing ethnic population and increasingly diver-

gent demographic groups; and the impact of federal policies, including President 

George W. Bush’s 2002 decision to authorize the opening of a nuclear-waste depos-

itory at Yucca Mountain. In addition, all the recommended reading lists have been 

updated.

 The Silver State explores many dimensions of the Nevada experience and its 

peo ples—from the prehistoric Anasazi Indians to the creators of extravagant casinos 

on the Las Vegas Strip; from dust-stained Comstock miners to the state’s contem-

porary and very cosmopolitan Sunbelt population. This book will inspire read ers to 

take an oth er look at the rich cultural heritage and eventful history of Ne va da, the

Silver State.

A native of Pioche, Nevada, james w. hulse  is professor emeritus of history at the 

University of Nevada, Reno. He is the author of ten books, including Forty Years in the 

Wilderness: Impressions of Nevada, 1940–1980 and The Nevada Adventure: A History, 

both published by the University of Nevada Press.

h i s t o r y

cover art: Maynard Dixon, Alder Creek Ranch, Humboldt County,  
1927. Courtesy Special Collections Department, University Library, 
University of Nevada, Reno

university of nevada press
Reno, Nevada 89557–0076 / www.nvbooks.nevada.edu
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Nevada’s History, Government, and Politics   Third Edition
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The Opium Debate and Chinese 
Exclusion Laws in the Nineteenth-
Century American West
Diana L. Ahmad
paper | 978-0-87417-844-9 | $21.95s

Cities and Nature in the 
American West
Edited by Char Miller
paper | 978-0-87417-824-1 | $34.95s

Western Places, American Myths: 
How We Think About the West
Edited by Gary J. Hausladen
paper | 978-0-87417-662-9 | $24.95x

Cave Rock: Climbers, Courts, and a 
Washoe Indian Sacred Place
Matthew S. Makley and 
Michael J. Makley
paper | 978-0-87417-827-2 | $24.95

The Yuma Reclamation Project:
Irrigation, Indian Allotment, and 
Settlement Along the Lower 
Colorado River
Robert A. Sauder
cloth | 978-0-87417-783-1 | $44.95s

The Infamous King of the Comstock:
William Sharon and the Gilded Age 
in the West
Michael J. Makley
cloth  | 978-0-87417-630-8 | $34.95s
paper  | 978-0-87417-779-4 | $24.95

irrigation, indian allotment,

  and settlement along  
the lower colorado river

THE YUMA

RECLAMATION
PROJECT

RObERT A. sAudER

Praise for The Yuma Reclamation Project

“This book is a welcome addition to historical geographical study 
of reclamation policy in the American West.”

— Steven E. Silvern, Salem State College

“This book makes an immensely significant contribution to (1) our 
understanding of federal irrigation in the West; (2) how the story of 
irrigation unfolded in a little-studied region of great importance; and 
(3) how the narrative of federal irrigation became inextricably inter-
twined with the story of Native American settlement in the West. 
The author has sifted through an enormous amount of primary data 
to tell his story, and it is a story that has never been told before. A 
highly original, engagingly written, thoroughly researched study!”

—William Wyckoff, Montana State University

I n the arid American West, settle-
ment was generally contingent on 
the availability of water to irrigate 
crops and maintain livestock and 

human residents. Early irrigation projects 
were usually the cooperative efforts of 
pioneer farmers, but by the early twenti-
eth century they largely reflected federal 
intentions to create new farms out of the 
western public domain. The Yuma Rec-
lamation Project, authorized in 1904, was 
one of the earliest federal irrigation proj-
ects initiated in the western United States 
and the first authorized on the Colorado 
River. Its story exemplifies the range of 
difficulties associated with settling the 
nation’s final frontier — the arid West, 
including Indian lands — and illuminates 
some of the current issues and conflicts 
concerning the Colorado River.
 Robert Sauder’s detailed, meticulously 
researched examination of the Yuma 
Project illustrates the complex multiplic-
ity of problems and challenges associated 
with the federal government’s attempt to 
facilitate homesteading in the arid West. 
He examines the history of settlement 
along the lower Colorado River from ear-
liest times, including the farming of the 
local Quechan people and the impact of 
Spanish colonization, and he reviews the 
engineering problems that had to be re-
solved before an industrial irrigation pro-
gram could be accomplished. The study 
also sheds light on myriad unanticipated 
environmental, economic, and social 
challenges that the government had to 
confront in bringing arid lands under irri-
gation, including the impact on the Native 
American population of the region.

 The Yuma Reclamation Project is an 
original and significant contribution to 
our understanding of federal reclamation 
endeavors in the West. It provides new and 
fascinating information about the history 
of the Yuma region and, as a case study 
of irrigation policy, it offers compelling 
insights into the history and consequences 
of water manipulation in the arid West.

Robert A. Sauder is professor emeritus 
of geography at the University of New 
Orleans. He is also the author of The Lost 
Frontier: Water Diversion in the Growth 
and Destruction of Owens Valley Agricul-
ture and others.

e n v i r o n m e n ta l  s t u d i e s

Jacket illustration: Yuma Reclamation Project.  
(Map by Jeanie Taliancich)

Jacket design: April Leidig-Higgins, Copperline 
Book Services 
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CLIMBERS, COURTS, AND A WASHOE INDIAN SACRED PLACE

Matthew S. Makley and Michael J. Makley

The Opium Debate

these people’s lives, as well as the role that 
opium came to play in the Anglo-American 
community, particularly among middle-class 
and elite women. The book offers a brilliant 
new dimension to our understanding of 
the evolution of the Chinese Exclusion Act 
of 882, plus important insights into the 
medical and social history of the nineteenth-
century West, the culture of American 
Victorianism, and the rhetoric of racism in 
American politics.

Diana L. Ahmad is an associate professor of 
history at the University of Missouri-Rolla.

jacket illustrations:  

Top: Virginia City, Union Brewery Saloon, Ritter Bldg. 
Photo No. st-36, reproduced by permission of the Nevada 
Historical Society.

Bottom: Virginia City, c. 877, from Mt. Davidson.  
Photo No. st-665, reproduced by permission of the Nevada 
Historical Society.

AMERICA’S  current war against drugs 
is not the nation’s first. In the mid-nineteenth 
century, opium-smoking was decried as a 
major social and public health problem, 
especially in the West. Although China faced 
its own epidemic of opium addiction, only a 
very small minority of Chinese immigrants 
in America were actually involved in the 
opium business. Nonetheless, the use of 
opium for recreational purposes soon spread 
far beyond the West’s Chinese enclaves. This 
growing use was deemed to be a threat to 
the nation’s entrepreneurial spirit and its 
growing importance as a world economic 
and military power, as well as to middle-class 
Anglo-American domestic life.
 The Opium Debate and Chinese Exclusion 
Laws in the Nineteenth-Century American 
West examines how the spread of opium-
smoking and its culture fueled anti-Chinese 
propaganda and demands for the exclusion 
of the Chinese from American life. This 
meticulously researched study of the 
nineteenth-century American drug-abuse 
crisis reveals the ways moral crusaders 
linked their anti-opium rhetoric to already 
active demands for Chinese exclusion. Until 
this time, anti-Chinese propaganda had been 
dominated by protests against the economic 
and political impact of Chinese workers 
and the alleged role of Chinese women as 
prostitutes. The growing problem of opium 
addiction provided another reason for 
demonizing Chinese immigrants.
 Ahmad describes the disparities between 
Anglo-American perceptions of Chinese 
immigrants and the somber realities of 

western history

Praise for The Opium Debate and Chinese Exclusion Laws in the  
Nineteenth-Century American West:

“This book makes a valuable contribution to Chinese American history in  
at least two ways: first, by effectively connecting the labor, prostitution, and 
opium wings of the exclusion movement on the one hand, and second,  
by developing a comprehensive analysis of opium as a rhetorical tool for  
anti-Chinese activists throughout the West.

 —George Anthony Peffer, Lakeland College, Sheboygan, Wisconsin

“While there have been some studies recently on the history of addictive drugs, 
none have studied the opium trade in the U.S. with this detail, and none have 
related that topic to the remarkable hostility against Chinese immigrants— 
a hostility culminating in the unprecedented legislation to halt the 
immigration of a particular ethnic group. The research is original and 
extremely provocative. I know of no other study that has delved nearly so 
thoroughly into anti-Chinese rhetoric concerning the opium business, and 
very few works that have looked so thoroughly at anti-Chinese feelings and 
expressions generally. The book helps us understand one of the most  
revealing, and strangest, episodes in the racial history of the West.”

 —Elliott West, University of Arkansas, Fayetteville

University of Nevada Press
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ISBN 978-0-87417-698-8
5 3 4 9 5

The Opium Debate and Chinese Exclusion Laws in the Nineteenth-Century American West

Ahmad

NEVADA

and Chinese Exclusion Laws in the

Nineteenth-Century American West

diana l .  ahmad

western history



university of  nevada press 15

Married to a Daughter of the Land:
Spanish-Mexican Women and
Interethnic Marriage in California,
1820–1880
María Raquél Casas
cloth | 978-0-87417-697-1 | $34.95s
paper | 978-0-87417-778-7 | $24.95x

Bodie’s Gold: Tall Tales and True 
History from a California Mining Town
Marguerite Sprague
paper | 978-0-87417-856-2 | $21.95

Building Hoover Dam: An Oral History 
of the Great Depression
Andrew J. Dunar and Dennis McBride
paper | 978-0-87417-489-2 | $24.95

Railroads of Nevada and Eastern 
California, Volume III: More on the 
Northern Roads
David F. Myrick
cloth | 978-0-87417-701-5 | $75.00

Class and Gender Politics in 
Progressive-Era Seattle
John C. Putman
cloth | 978-0-87417-736-7 | $39.95s

Earning Power: Women and Work in 
Los Angeles, 1880–1930
Eileen V. Wallis
cloth | 978-0-87417-813-5 | $39.95s

EARNING
POWER
Women and Work in Los Angeles 1880-1930
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The Bodie Mining District was established in 1860 after the discovery of  gold 

deposits in the area. The boom ended just twenty years later, and the town 

began its long, slow decline, surviving into the twentieth century as a village 

supported by a few small but steady mines. Mining ended with World War II, 

and what remained of  the town became a state park in 1964.

 In Bodie’s Gold, author Marguerite Sprague uses a wide range of  original 

sources to recount Bodie’s colorful history: its mines and miners; demimonde 

of  saloons and brothels; schools, churches, and other institutions of  settled life; 

residents of  many origins, including Native Americans and Chinese; women in 

the town’s social life and economy; and the pattern of  its decline. The story is 

lavishly illustrated with period photographs and enlivened with the reminis-

cences of  former residents and extracts from newspapers of  the period. Bodie’s 

Gold is a vivid account of  the life that once throbbed behind the now-closed 

doors and empty streets of  California’s official Gold Rush ghost town. 

A visit to photograph a familial homestead in Bodie sparked this project for 

author Marguerite Sprague. A native Californian, Sprague worked 

as a technical and marketing writer after graduating from the University of  

California at Santa Cruz. She currently lives in Northern California.

univers ity  of  nevada  press
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Casino Accounting and Financial 
Management, Second Edition
E. Malcolm Greenlees
cloth | 978-0-87417-767-1 | $60.00s

The Players: The Men Who 
Made Las Vegas
Edited by Jack Sheehan
paper | 978-0-87417-306-2 | $18.95

The Rise of the Biggest Little City: 
An Encyclopedic History of Reno 
Gaming, 1931–1981
Dwayne Kling
paper | 978-0-87417-829-6 | $29.95

License to Steal: Nevada’s 
Gaming Control System in the 
Megaresort Age
Jeff Burbank
cloth | 978-0-87417-339-0 | $29.95
paper | 978-0-87417-624-7 | $18.95

Dummy Up and Deal: Inside the 
Culture of Casino Dealing
H. Lee Barnes
paper | 978-0-87417-622-3 | $18.95

The Hand I Played: A Poker Memoir
David Spanier
paper | 978-0-87417-490-8 | $18.95
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The Nature Way
Corbin Harney
As told to and edited by Alex Purbrick
paper | 978-0-87417-788-6 | $18.95

No Place Like Home: Notes from a 
Western Life
Linda M. Hasselstrom
paper | 978-0-87417-831-9 | $18.95

Where the Wild Books Are: 
A Field Guide to Ecofiction
Jim Dwyer
paper | 978-0-87417-811-1 | $29.95

Let There Be Night: Testimony 
on Behalf of the Dark
Edited by Paul Bogard
paper | 978-0-87417-328-4 | $21.95

Wolves and the Wolf Myth 
in American Literature
S. K. Robisch
cloth | 978-0-87417-772-5 | $49.95s
paper | 978-0-87417-773-2 | $29.95

Teaching About Place: 
Learning from the Land
Edited by Laird Christensen and 
Hal Crimmel
paper | 978-0-87417-732-9 | $24.95x

L E A R N I N G  F R O M  T H E  L A N D

Edited by Laird Christensen and Hal Crimmel

Teaching About Place

9 7 8 0 8 7 4 1 7 7 3 2 9

ISBN 978-0-87417-732-9
5 2 4 9 5

environmental studies

Praise for Teaching About Place:

“� is book unites narratives from the most renowned environmental educators working 
today into a powerful collection that convincingly argues for the benefi t of place-based 
environmental education.”—Corey Lewis, author of Reading the Trail: Exploring the 
Literature and Natural History of the California Crest

� e mobility of modern Americans and the homogenizing tendencies of our economy 
and culture have left us detached from an authentic sense of place and knowledge of the 
bioregions we occupy. � e seventeen writers who contribute to Teaching About Place—
all of them distinguished environmental educators—refl ect on the challenges 
of teaching students about place and their connection to it. 

� e settings are remarkably diverse: the Hudson River Valley; the Los Angeles Basin; 
the Green Mountains of Vermont; the Salt Lake Valley; the South Carolina piedmont; 
a coastal Maine salt marsh; the Nebraska prairie; a degraded creek in Idaho; Houston’s 
heavily industrialized landscape; eastern Washington State; the Yellowstone ecosystem; 
and Dinosaur National Monument, which straddles the Utah-Colorado border. In each 
case, the author found ways to engage students and to produce meaningful insights into 
the role of humans in the vast communities of life that share our world.

Teaching About Place is an important record of experiments in the growing practice 
of place-based pedagogy, examining both the possibilities and the limitations of this 
approach. It is also fascinating reading for anyone curious about the natural world and 
the ways we humans understand, use, and sometimes abuse the environments 
we inhabit.

Contributors include SueEllen Campbell, Laird Christensen, Hal Crimmel, Terrell Dixon, 

John Elder, Cheryll Glotfelty, Ellen Goldey, Greg Gordon, Rochelle Johnson, John Lane, 

Paul Lindholdt, Jeffrey Mathes McCarthy, Bradley John Monsma, John Price, Kent C. Ryden, 

Lisa Slappey, Ann Zwinger, and Susan Zwinger. 

Cover illustrations: © iStockphoto/Firehorse and ©iStockphoto/Christine Balderas
Cover design:  Erin Kirk New
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Politics, Culture, and Sociability in 
the Basque Nationalist Party
Roland Vazquez
cloth | 978-0-87417-822-7 | $39.95s

Speaking Through the Aspens: 
Basque Tree Carvings in California 
and Nevada
J. Mallea-Olaetxe
paper | 978-0-87417-762-6 | $29.95

Aurrera! A Textbook for Studying 
Basque, Volume 1
Linda White
cloth | 978-0-87417-726-8 | $65.00s

Aurrera! A Textbook for Studying 
Basque, Volume 2
Linda White
cloth | 978-0-87417-784-8 | $60.00s

Vols. 1 and 2:
cloth | 978-0-87417-799-2 | $110.00s

War, Judgment, and Memory in the 
Basque Borderlands, 1914–1945
Sandra Ott
cloth | 978-0-87417-738-1 | $39.95s

Basque Nationalism and 
the Spanish State
André Lecours
cloth | 978-0-87417-722-0 | $34.95s
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50 Classic Hikes in Nevada: From the 
Ruby Mountains to Red Rock Canyon
Mike White
paper | 978-0-87417-629-2 | $18.95

Touring the Sierra Nevada
Cheryl Angelina Koehler
paper | 978-0-87417-700-8 | $24.95

Monsters in the Woods: 
Backpacking with Children
Tim Hauserman
paper | 978-0-87417-711-4 | $15.95

Geology of the Great Basin
Bill Fiero
paper | 978-0-87417-790-0 | $29.95

The Piñon Pine: A Natural and 
Cultural History
Ronald M. Lanner
paper | 978-0-87417-066-5 | $16.95

Wild Plants of the Sierra Nevada
Ray S. Vizgirdas and 
Edna M. Rey-Vizgirdas
paper | 978-0-87417-789-3 | $29.95
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